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21 July 1859

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, Willem Bolhuis, Jacob Vork, and Harme Woltman were received as new
members but Bolhuis was admonished to attend catechism classes in order to improve the
knowledge of his faith. One couple had not yet had its child, five months old, baptized but the
parents had not yet made their profession of faith. Three elders were appointed to deal with this
matter.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, 99-100.
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Consistory Meeting of July 21, 1859

Absent: Brothers Broek and Labots.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 2 — Present at the meeting were Willem Bolhuis, Jacob Vork, and Harme
Woltman. All three declared that they desire to become members of the congregation.
After an examination, they were all accepted. W. Bolhuis, because of his minimal
knowledge, was admonished to attend the catechism classes. He promised to do so, and
he acknowledged that he was very willing because he felt it to be necessary for him.
ARTICLE 3 — It was decided to have additional catechism classes once again for those
who were unable to attend the regular classes, or who are older. This class will meet on
Sunday evenings, and Wakker will teach, making use of the shorter confession.
ARTICLE 4— The minutes were read and approved. The committees appointed at the
previous meeting indicate that they are unable to give a report, because the matters
involved are still unresolved. The committee of Plugger and de Vries report that the
condition of the tower and bell is better than expected, but that some repairs are
necessary. As a result, it was decided that the same committee will see to the necessary
repair work.
ARTICLE 5 — Brother Keppel proposes that the Sunday afternoon worship services,
being held in school district No. 4, will from now on be led by an elder living in the
neighborhood, because the distance and the manifold activities of the elders who live in
town make it very difficult for them to do so. This proposal was rejected.
ARTICLE 6— A discussion followed concerning the baptism of a child of disciplined
members, Wiersma and wife. This child has not been presented by the parents for
baptism, and is already more than five months old. After discussing this, it was decided
that such a child should be baptized. Wakker, Ploeg, and Labots were appointed as a
committee to investigate the matter, and to discuss this matter with the parents, who were
baptized as infants but as yet have not made profession of faith.
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These parents, in the judgment of some, ought to have their children baptized, that they
may be brought up in the Christian church.
ARTICLE 7 — The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Wilterdink.

A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker
Consistory Meeting of September 2, 1859
Except for Brother Plugger, who was away, all members were present.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 2 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 3 — A discussion followed concerning the necessity of catechism classes in the
town, which have begun for mature members, under the leadership of Brother Wakker.
The brethren living outside the city were encouraged to begin catechism classes in their
vicinity. They accepted this assignment.
ARTICLE 4— The committee for van Dam and wife, who have been separated, reported.
Rev. van Raalte indicates that the wife complained bitterly about the conduct of her
husband and testified that it was impossible for her to live in peace with him. Brother
Apeldoorn adds that van Dam had used a very coarse and wicked expression against him.
The meeting judged that further work is necessary.
ARTICLE 5 — The committee, in the matter of Visser and Schaddelle, reported that this
matter is not yet resolved, but that much of the discussion concerns the financial
accounting.
ARTICLE 6 — The committee for encouragement of missionary work reports that it has
not been able to make much progress.
ARTICLE 7 — The committee appointed to encourage the baptism of the Wiersma child
informs the meeting that, because of domestic turmoil, they have not been able to
accomplish their mission. Discussion follows whether excommunication should be
considered. It was decided that before presenting this matter to classis, another serious
effort will be made with these members

